




























 

 

1 

Angel Island Student Activity Packet 
 
The purpose of this experiential learning journey is to explore the historical impact of early 20th 
century (1900-1940) immigration on American literature, specifically the messages illustrated 
within the genre of poetry. This packet includes a variety of activities that you will reflect upon 
and complete during your journey. 
 
My full name is ____________________________________________________________ 
 
On the bus to SF, complete page 1… 
 
ACTIVITY #1 – Reflection and discussion; share your insights with the person next to you. 

1. What does my full name mean? From where does it derive? Why did my parents choose 
my first (and middle) name(s)? Do I like my name? 

2. If I go by a nickname, why that nickname specifically and why? 
3. How can a name identify someone? What types of titles do people include along with 

their name to distinguish who they are? 
 
*Corresponding poem* 
 
“What does multicultural mean?” written by Janet S. Wong 
 
Stuck in the middle 
in between 
all kinds of food 
and clothes 
and talk? 
Listening to bamboo flutes 
play rock? 
Turning tortillas 
over the stove, 
burning the tips 
of chopsticks? 

 
Why does my teacher love the word? 
Is it something she ate –  
or something she heard? 
Loud drums 
beating in the park? 
Does she call me  
multicultural  
because my skin is _____ 
 

 
 
ACTIVITY #2 – Reflection and writing; jot down words/phrases about your reflection; feel 
free to verbally share your reflections, too. 

1. Wong grapples with the meaning of “multicultural” from the perspective of a child (i.e. 
innocent eye). After reading her poem, what does the term “multicultural” mean to me? 

 
 
 
 
ACTIVITY #3 – Reflection 

1. Wong’s poem ends with an adjective that has been purposely omitted. How do you define 
the term “white”? 

Enjoy the remainder of the bus ride J  
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On the ferry ride to the island… 
 
ACTIVITY #4 – Read the two following corresponding poems, reactions to advertisements, 
and the prompting questions on page 5. Reflect and share your thoughts with your peers. 
 
*Corresponding poems* written by Janet S. Wong 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continued on page 3 

“Speak Up” 
 
You’re _____, aren’t you? 
Yes. 
Why don’t you speak _______? 
Just don’t, I guess. 
Say something ______. 
I don’t speak it. I can’t. 
C’mon. Say something. 
_____. Grandmother. 
_____. Grandfather. 
_____. Aunt. 
Say some other stuff. 
Sounds funny. 
Sounds strange. 
Hey, let’s listen to you for a change. 
Listen to me? 
Say some foreign words. 
But I’m American, can’t you see? 
Your family came from somewhere else.  
Sometime. 
But I was born here. 
So was I. 
 

“Bombs Bursting in Air” 
 
At the Dodgers game  
last Saturday  
we sat behind a row  
of big rowdy guys  
downing beers  
and clowning around,  
spitting  
split peanut shells  
in the air.  
When it came time  
for the national anthem,  
and the giant screen  
deep in center field  
showed the singer’s face  
- a _______ face –  
those guys spit  
“____!”  
and laughed  
all the way through.  
The singer’s strong  
voice drowned them out,  
though, until the end,  
when he bowed his head  
and the loud clapping  
of the crowd  
filled the stadium.  
He waved  
and smiled my way.  
I waved back,  
hot dog in hand,  
relish spilling out,  
proud  
until I heard  
“Bet that’s all  
the American he knows,”  
and felt a shell 
land on my arm. 

***In a reflection about her Korean mother and Chinese 
father, Wong reflects on working at her grandfather’s 
restaurant in LA. Wong writes that she  
 
“liked to talk to the customers. Albert Bell – my uncle Al 
– was one of our best customers. One afternoon, before I 
was born, he found my mother lost on the street. He 
knew her from the restaurant. She spoke a little English 
then, but not enough to find the right bus. Al helped her 
back to the restaurant, where my grandfather scolded 
her. Uncle Al always left a big tip.” 
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At a recent sporting event, an advertisement was shown depicting the union of diversity in the 
United States through the concept of multi-lingualism (*optional: see 
http://publicshaming.tumblr.com/post/75447787843/speak-english-racist-revolt-as-coca-cola-airs 
for more information). Here are some negative reactions: 
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1. What do you think about countries that have an official language? Should you learn and 
speak the language of the country in which you live? Can you also speak another 
language in the country in which you live as long as you speak its native language? Share 
your thoughts with your peers. 

  

Enjoy the remainder of the ferry ride J 
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Arrival to the island… 
 
ACTIVITY #5 – Reflect and write. 

1. Who am I? What words and phrases identify me? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Think back to ACTIVITY #3. To me, what words and phrases define “white?” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Corresponding Readings* 
 

1. Read the printed copy of “Race and Citizenship: Reading 4” (pages 216-218). As you 
read circle the words and phrases that define the term “white” and who is considered 
“white.” Underline anytime a given rationale (reason) is provided for the definition or 
consideration. 
 

2. Upon completion of Reading 4, read the printed copy of “Guarded Gates or an Open 
Door?: Reading 1” (page 207). Does this poem by Emma Lazurus accept or shun 
immigrants? What specifically in the poem (words/phrases) tells you one way or the 
other?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Do readings 1 and 4 conflict or harmonize with each other? In other words, do they both 
send the same message? What in each reading specifically supports your answer? 

  

Enjoy your tour or activities/ lunch J 
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At United States Immigration Station (USIS)… 
 
Half of the group will tour at 11am (BUS 1) and the 2nd half at 12:30pm (BUS 2). This next 
activity will flip flop, so don’t worry, everyone will be able to take part. J 
 

LUNCH for BUS 1 after tour/ before ACTIVITY #6 
LUNCH for BUS 2 after ACTIVITY #6 

 
ACTIVITY #6 – Small groups – reading, writing, speaking, listening 
Directions:  

1. Count off by 4. Get into your groups.  
2. Determine who is A and who is B – should be equal distribution in groups.  
3. Read your respective # in the *corresponding reading* “The Debate in Congress: 

Reading 7” (pages 226-229). 
4. As you read, pull and re-write any words/phrases that come across are powerful to you. 

Do so in the space below. 
5. Within your # groups, compare your powerful words/phrases. Create a consolidated list. 
6. Within your # groups, separate into your pre-determined letter groups, A or B. 
7. Based on your consolidated list from #5… 

a. Group A – Create a 3-5 sentence story using terminology from your list, evoking 
the meaning of the original author. 

b. Group B – Create a tableau (think back to Emily Dickinson interpretations) 
depicting the terminology from your list. 

8. Present 
9. As you watch and listen to groups present, write down 1-2 similarities and/or differences 

to your group’s assigned excerpt. 
10. Discussion – why debate immigration? Do you think immigration receives as much focus 

in other countries as it does in the US? Why? 
 
 
ACTIVITY #7 – Story time – listen. 

1. Listen to the story “Grandfather’s Journey” by Allen Say read aloud by your teacher. 
2. What stood out to you most about the story? 

 

Continued on page 8 
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ACTIVITY #8 – Poetic Exploration. 

1. In your letter groups from ACTIVITY #6, explore the poems inscribed on the walls. 
2. With your group, agree up on 1-2 poems that best reflect(s) any one of today’s previous 

activities or prior readings. 
3. Return to share with large group. 

 
 
ACTIVITY #9 – Artful Exploration. 

1. Still in your letter groups from ACTIVITY #6 and #8, explore the art (on walls, 
paintings, statues, etc.). 

2. Share your thoughts and ideas with your peers as you explore. 
3. Individually, return to a piece that most captures your attention, for whatever reason. 
4. Create a poem enveloping the inner truth of humanity, using that art piece as inspiration. 

Page provided. 
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On the ferry ride to SF… 
 
ACTIVITY #10 – finish ACTIVITY #9 and share with peers 
 
 
On bus the bus returning to ND… 
 
ACTIVITY #11 – Reflection. 
1. How did you and/or your family arrive to the US? Use sensory language to retell the story. 
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