
Essays – Informative/Explanatory texts – Aligned with 11-12th grade CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2 – examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization and analysis of content. 
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Your goal is “to produce a clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.4 
 
Your challenge is to “develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.5 during which you will 
“write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10 
 
You will use “technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6 
 
So that you can meet CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.5 and CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10, you will write your essay using Google Docs 
through which your instructor and peers will provide feedback via Comments or Movenote, thus meeting CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6. 
Your final draft will be uploaded to a location specified by your instructor (i.e. Turn It In, or elsewhere). Upon receiving a grade, you 
will upload your document along with the rubric (unmarked) and completed PMEs (Plan, Monitor, Evaluate sheets) to your e-
portfolio, also meeting CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6. 
 
Requirement 0-5 6 7 8 9-10 Standard Met 

Format Little to no 
criteria met 

Met minimal 
criteria 

Met some of 
the criteria 

Met most of the 
criteria 

Either Title Page or 
Header/Heading with 
title; page numbers; 
Double-spaced; 1-in. 
margins; 12 pt.; Times 
New Roman font; 
Indentations; 3-5 pages 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2a – Introduce a 
topic; organize 
complex idea, 
concepts, and 
information so that 
each new element 
builds on that which 
precedes it to create 
a unified whole; 
include formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension 
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Introduction – 
hook, topic 
sentences, 
thesis; author 
and title of 
work; flow; 
organized 

Little to no 
criteria met 

Met minimal 
criteria 

Some of the 
introduction 
met the criteria 

Most of the 
introduction met 
the criteria 

Overarching statement 
introduces the general 
concept of the essay; 
complex ideas and 
concepts are organized 
in a logical flow in 
which each new 
idea/concept builds on 
the preceding one; a 
thesis sentence draws 
the reader to a specific 
purpose of the essay – 
the goal that will be 
proven by the end. 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2a – Introduce a 
topic; organize 
complex idea, 
concepts, and 
information so that 
each new element 
builds on that which 
precedes it to create 
a unified whole; 
include formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension 

Body – 3-5 
paragraphs 

Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Some of the 
paragraph/ 
paragraphs 
meet the 
criteria 

Most of the 
paragraph, or 
paragraphs are 
include 
significant and 
relevant facts, 
concrete details, 
and quotations, 
among other 
important and 
examples to 
support the 
topic; mostly 
flows in logical 
form for 
organization 

Each paragraph is 
developed thoroughly 
with the presented 
topic sentence; most 
significant and relevant 
facts, definitions, 
concrete details, and 
quotations, among 
other information and 
examples support the 
topic, and are in line 
with the audience’s 
knowledge; the logic 
and flow of 
information is 
organized such that 
each new element 
builds on the preceding 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2b – Develop the 
topic thoroughly by 
selecting the most 
significant and 
relevant facts, 
extended definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples 
appropriate to the 
audience’s 
knowledge of the 
topic. 
 
AND 
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information CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2a – see above 
for definition 

Syntax and 
Flow 

Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Somewhat 
appropriate and 
varied 
transitions and 
syntax used 
between 
sentences and 
paragraphs; 
some cohesion 
and clarity is 
apparent 

Mostly 
appropriate and 
varied transitions 
and syntax are 
used between 
sentences and 
paragraphs; 
mostly cohesive 
and clear among 
ideas and 
concepts 

Appropriate (i.e. 
accurate and precise) 
and varied transitions 
and syntax are used 
between sentences and 
paragraphs; there is a 
created sense of 
cohesion and clarity 
among the ideas and 
concepts 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2c – Use 
appropriate and 
varied transitions 
and syntax to link 
the major sections of 
the text, create 
cohesion, and clarify 
the relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

Diction (word 
choice) 

Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Some precise 
language and 
domain-specific 
vocabulary are 
used; some 
paragraphs use 
a technique; 4 
vocabulary 
words are 
incorporated 

Mostly precise 
and domain-
specific 
language used, 
most paragraphs 
include a 
technique; 5 
vocabulary 
words are 
logically 
incorporated 

Precise language, 
domain-specific 
vocabulary are used, 
and a minimum of 1 
technique (metaphor, 
simile, analogy) per 
paragraph is used to 
manage complexity of 
the topic; minimum of 
6 vocabulary words are 
logically incorporated 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2d – Use precise 
language, domain-
specific vocabulary, 
and techniques such 
as metaphor, simile, 
and analogy to 
manage the 
complexity of the 
topic 

Style Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

The style is 
somewhat 
formal and 
objective in 
tone. Grammar 
is somewhat 
correct. 

The style is 
mostly formal 
and the tone is 
mostly objective. 
Most of the 
grammar and 
style is correct. 

The style is formal and 
the tone is objective. 
No contracted words. 
All grammar is 
adhered to by giving 
caution to subject-verb 
agreements, 
prepositional endings, 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2e – Establish 
and maintain a 
formal style and 
objective tone while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of the 
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Total __________/70 
 
Additional Notes (optional): 
 
 
 
 
Grading Scale 
A 63-70 points 
B 56-62 
C 49-55 
D 42-48 
F 41 - below 
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varied sentence and 
paragraph beginnings 

discipline in which 
they are writing 

Conclusion Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Some of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall essay in 
terms of 
implications 
and/or the 
significance of 
the topic; a 
strange 
universal 
comment is 
made at the 
end. 

Most of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall essay in 
terms of 
articulating the 
implications 
and/or the 
significance of 
the topic; a 
decent universal 
comment is 
made at the end. 

The conclusion 
provides a summative 
stance to the overall 
essay by articulating 
the implications and/or 
the significance of the 
topic; a logical 
universal comment is 
made at the end. 

CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-
12.2f – Provide a 
concluding 
statement or section 
that follows from 
and supports the 
information or 
explanation 
presented (e.g. 
articulating 
implications or the 
significance of the 
topic) 


