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Your goal is “to produce a clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.4 
 
You will “develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on 
addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.5 during which you will “write 
routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or 
two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10 
 
You will use “technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products in response to 
ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6 
 
So that you can meet CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.5 and CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10, you will write your essay using Google Docs 
through which your instructor and peers will provide feedback via Comments or Movenote, thus meeting CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6. 
Your final draft will be uploaded to a location specified by your instructor (i.e. Turn It In, or elsewhere). Upon receiving a grade, you 
will upload your document along with the rubric (unmarked) and completed PMEs (Plan, Monitor, Evaluate sheets) to your e-
portfolio, also meeting CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6. 
 
Your task is to “conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or 
solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.7 
 
Your challenge is to “gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches 
effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard 
format for citation” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.8 
 
You will “draw evidence from the literary or information texts to support analysis, reflection, and research” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.9 
and specifically “demonstrate knowledge of 18th -, 19th -, and early-20th-century foundational works of American literature, including 
how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics” (CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.9a) and to literary nonfiction such 
as seminal U.S. texts, including the application of constitutional principles and use of legal reason, and the premises, purposes, and 
arguments in works of public advocacy CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.9b 
 
This research paper combines the previous rubrics from Timed Essays and Essays - CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.1-2 
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Requirement Lacking 

(5-; 10-) 
Weak 

(6; 12-13) 
Acceptable 
(7; 14-15) 

Satisfactory 
(8; 16-17) 

Outstanding 
(9-10; 18-20) 

Standard Met 

Format 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no of the 
criteria 
are met 

Minimal of the 
criteria are met 

Some of the 
criteria are met 

Most of the criteria 
are met 

Title Page; page 
numbers; Double-
spaced; 1-in. 
margins; 12 pt.; 
Times New Roman 
font; Indentations; 
5-7 pages 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2a – 
Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 
idea, concepts, and 
information so that 
each new element 
builds on that 
which precedes it 
to create a unified 
whole; include 
formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
useful to aiding 
comprehension 

Introduction 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

The overarching 
statement is 
minimally made 
complimentary to 
the overall paper, 
with corresponding 
supplementary 
commentary. 
Commentary 
minimally leads 
logically into the 
introduction of 
topics/claims. 
Counterclaims are 

Some of the 
overarching 
statement is made 
complimentary to 
the overall paper, 
with corresponding 
supplementary 
commentary. 
Commentary 
somewhat leads 
logically into the 
introduction of 
topics/claims. 
Counterclaims are 

Most of the 
overarching 
statement is made 
complimentary to 
the overall paper, 
with corresponding 
supplementary 
commentary. 
Commentary 
mostly leads 
logically into the 
introduction of 
topics/claims. 
Counterclaims are 

An overarching 
statement is made 
complimentary to 
the overall paper, 
with corresponding 
supplementary 
commentary. 
Commentary leads 
logically into the 
introduction of 
topics/claims. 
Counterclaims are 
relevant. The 
organization of 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2a – 
Introduce a topic; 
organize complex 
idea, concepts, and 
information so that 
each new element 
builds on that 
which precedes it 
to create a unified 
whole; include 
formatting, 
graphics, and 
multimedia when 
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minimally 
relevant. The 
organization of 
topics/claims are 
minimally 
organized in a 
logical sequence 
along with 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence so that 
each build on the 
preceding 
information. 

somewhat relevant. 
The organization 
of topics/claims 
are somewhat 
organized in a 
logical sequence 
along with 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence so that 
each build on the 
preceding 
information. 

mostly relevant. 
The organization 
of topics/claims 
are mostly 
organized in a 
logical sequence 
along with 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence so that 
each build on the 
preceding 
information. 

topics/claims are 
organized in a 
logical sequence 
along with 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence so that 
each build on the 
preceding 
information. 

useful to aiding 
comprehension 
 
AND 
 
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1a – 
Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable 
claim(s), establish 
the significance of 
the claim(s), 
distinguish the 
claim(s) from 
alternate or 
opposing claims, 
and create an 
organization that 
logically sequences 
claim(s), 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence 

Body 
 
10 points 
 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

Each introduced 
topic is minimally 
developed and sub-
topics as well per 
paragraph. 
Minimal 
development of 
presenting the 
most significant 
and relevant facts, 

Each introduced 
topic is somewhat 
developed and sub-
topics as well per 
paragraph. Some 
of the development 
is done by 
presenting the 
most significant 
and relevant facts, 

Each introduced 
topic is mostly 
developed and sub-
topics as well per 
paragraph. Most of 
the development is 
done by presenting 
the most 
significant and 
relevant facts, 

Each introduced 
topic is thoroughly 
developed and sub-
topics as well per 
paragraph. 
Development is 
done by presenting 
the most 
significant and 
relevant facts, 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2b – 
Develop the topic 
thoroughly by 
selecting the most 
significant and 
relevant facts, 
extended 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
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extended 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. The 
claims and 
counterclaims are 
minimally 
examined in their 
strengths and 
limitations 

extended 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. The 
claims and 
counterclaims are 
somewhat 
examined in their 
strengths and 
limitations 

extended 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. The 
claims and 
counterclaims are 
mostly examined 
in their strengths 
and limitations 

extended 
definitions, 
concrete details, 
quotations, or other 
information and 
examples. The 
claims and 
counterclaims are 
examined in their 
strengths and 
limitations. 

quotations, or other 
information and 
examples 
appropriate to the 
audience’s 
knowledge of the 
topic.  
 
AND 
 
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1b – 
Develop claim(s) 
and counterclaims 
fairly and 
thoroughly, 
supplying the most 
relevant evidence 
for each while 
pointing out the 
strengths and 
limitations of both 
in a manner that 
anticipates the 
audience’s 
knowledge level, 
concerns, values, 
and possible 
biases. 

Syntax and 
Transitions 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

Minimally 
appropriate and 
varied transitions 
and syntax to link 

Somewhat 
appropriate and 
varied transitions 
and syntax to link 

Mostly appropriate 
and varied 
transitions and 
syntax to link the 

Appropriate and 
varied transitions 
and syntax to link 
the major sections 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2c – 
Use appropriate 
and varied 
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the major sections 
of the text, create 
cohesion, and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

the major sections 
of the text, create 
cohesion, and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

major sections of 
the text, create 
cohesion, and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

of the text, create 
cohesion, and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

transitions and 
syntax to link the 
major sections of 
the text, create 
cohesion, and 
clarify the 
relationships 
among complex 
ideas and concepts. 

Diction/ 
Language 
(word choice) 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

There is minimal 
precise language, 
domain-specific 
vocabulary, and 
techniques used to 
convey the 
information. 
Minimal words, 
phrases, and 
clauses as well as 
varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

There is somewhat 
precise language, 
domain-specific 
vocabulary, and 
techniques used to 
convey the 
information. Some 
words, phrases, 
and clauses as well 
as varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

There is mostly 
precise language, 
domain-specific 
vocabulary, and 
techniques used to 
convey the 
information. Most 
words, phrases, 
and clauses as well 
as varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

There is precise 
language, domain-
specific 
vocabulary, and 
techniques used to 
convey the 
information. Use 
of words, phrases, 
and clauses as well 
as varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2d – 
Use precise 
language, domain-
specific 
vocabulary, and 
techniques such as 
metaphor, simile, 
and analogy to 
manage the 
complexity of the 
topic. 
 
AND 
 
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1c – 
Use words, 
phrases, and 
clauses as well as 
varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
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and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

Style and 
Tone 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

The style is 
minimally formal 
and objective in 
tone. Grammar is 
minimally correct. 

The style is 
somewhat formal 
and objective in 
tone. Grammar is 
somewhat correct. 

The style is mostly 
formal and the tone 
is mostly objective. 
Most of the 
grammar and style 
is correct. 

The style is formal 
and the tone is 
objective. No 
contracted words. 
All grammar is 
adhered to by 
giving caution to 
subject-verb 
agreements, 
prepositional 
endings, varied 
sentence and 
paragraph 
beginnings 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1d, 2e – 
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style and objective 
tone while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline in which 
they are writing. 

Conclusion 
 
10 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

The conclusion is 
minimally in line 
Some of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall stance in 
terms of 
implications and/or 
the significance of 
the topic; a weak 
universal comment 

Some of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall stance in 
terms of 
implications and/or 
the significance of 
the topic; a strange 
universal comment 
is made at the end. 

Most of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall stance in 
terms of 
articulating the 
implications and/or 
the significance of 
the topic; a decent 
universal comment 
is made at the end. 

The conclusion 
provides a 
summative stance 
to the overall 
stance by 
articulating the 
implications and/or 
the significance of 
the topic; a logical 
universal comment 
is made at the end. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.2f – 
Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section that follows 
from and supports 
the information or 
explanation 
presented (e.g. 
articulating 
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is made at the end. implications or the 
significance of the 
topic)  
 
AND 
 
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1e – 
Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section that follows 
from and supports 
the argument 
presented. 

Research 
 
20 points 

Little to 
no 
criteria 
are met 

Minimally relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
to maintain the 
flow of ideas, 

Somewhat relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
to maintain the 
flow of ideas, 

Mostly relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
to maintain the 
flow of ideas, 

Thoroughly 
relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
to maintain the 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.8 –  
Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
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avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
 
Minimally drawn 
evidence from the 
literary or 
information texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research from 
literary nonfiction 
such as seminal 
U.S. texts, 
including the 
application of 
constitutional 
principles and use 
of legal reason, 
and the premises, 
purposes, and 
arguments in 
works of public 
advocacy. 

avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
 
Somewhat drawn 
evidence from the 
literary or 
information texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research from 
literary nonfiction 
such as seminal 
U.S. texts, 
including the 
application of 
constitutional 
principles and use 
of legal reason, 
and the premises, 
purposes, and 
arguments in 
works of public 
advocacy. 

avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
 
Mostly drawn 
evidence from the 
literary or 
information texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research from 
literary nonfiction 
such as seminal 
U.S. texts, 
including the 
application of 
constitutional 
principles and use 
of legal reason, 
and the premises, 
purposes, and 
arguments in 
works of public 
advocacy. 

flow of ideas, 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
 
Thoroughly drawn 
evidence from the 
literary or 
information texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research from 
literary nonfiction 
such as seminal 
U.S. texts, 
including the 
application of 
constitutional 
principles and use 
of legal reason, 
and the premises, 
purposes, and 
arguments in 
works of public 
advocacy. 

to maintain the 
flow of ideas, 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
 
AND 
 
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.9 –  
Draw evidence 
from the literary or 
information texts 
to support analysis, 
reflection, and 
research, 
specifically  
CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.9b – 
literary nonfiction 
such as seminal 
U.S. texts, 
including the 
application of 
constitutional 
principles and use 
of legal reason, and 
the premises, 
purposes, and 
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arguments in 
works of public 
advocacy  

Works Cited 
Page and in-
text citations 
 
10 points 

Lacking 
correct 
in-text 
citations 
and 
works 
cited 
page 

Minimally correct 
in-text citations 
and works cited 
page 

Somewhat correct 
in-text citations 
and works cited 
page 

Mostly correct in-
text citations and 
works cited page 

Correct in-text 
citations and works 
cited page 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.8 –  
Gather relevant 
information from 
multiple 
authoritative print 
and digital sources, 
using advanced 
searches 
effectively; assess 
the strengths and 
limitations of each 
source in terms of 
the task, purpose, 
and audience; 
integrate 
information into 
the text selectively 
to maintain the 
flow of ideas, 
avoiding 
plagiarism and 
overreliance on 
any one source and 
following a 
standard format for 
citation. 
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Total - ___________/100 
 
Additional Notes (optional): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Grading Scale 
A 90-100 
B 80-89 
C 70-79  
D 60-69 
F 59 - below 
 
© Kristina V. Mattis, Ed.D. 2013 
 


