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To meet CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10 (see below) and in preparation for the SAT, among other standardized exams that require timed 
essays, you will be practicing your skills on numerous accounts to meet CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.1 (see above) and CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.4 (see below) in 25 minutes. Moreover, it is a life skill to be able to formulate your thoughts in an organized and logical 
fashion efficiently and effectively, not just for writing purposes but also for speaking. **Please be aware that your first (and maybe 
second) timed essay will not of your expected caliber. Do not fret because the more you complete essays in this style, you should 
experience improvement in the ease of your writing, and as a result, your score. Just imagine walking into your exam without having 
had any practice in this. The suggested approach is: 3 minutes of pre-writing, 20 minutes of writing, 2 minutes of review. You will 
receive time checks. 
 
Your goal is “to produce a clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.4 
 
By using either a Google Doc or Word Doc, you will use “technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new arguments or information.” You will upload 
your product to Turn It In. Upon receiving a grade, you will upload your document along with the rubric (unmarked) and completed 
PMEs (Plan, Monitor, Evaluate sheets) to your e-portfolio, also meeting CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.6. 
 
You will “write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.2.10 
 
You will be asked to “draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research” (CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.9), and in some cases, you will “demonstrate knowledge of 18th -, 19th -, and early-20th-century foundational works of 
American literature, including how two or more texts from the same period treat similar themes or topics” CCSS.ELA-L.W.11-12.9a. 
 
 
Requirement 0-5 (0-1) 6 (2) 7 (3) 8 (4) 9-10 (5) Standard Met 
Format Little to no 

criteria met 
Met minimal 
criteria 

Met some of the 
criteria 

Met most of the 
criteria 

Header/Heading 
with title; page 
numbers; Double-
spaced; 1-in. 
margins; 12 pt.; 
Times New Roman 
font; Indentations 

**This section is 
out of 5 points 
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Introduction Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal evidence 
demonstrates the 
criteria 

Some of the 
introduction met 
the criteria 

Most of the 
introduction met 
the criteria 

A precise and 
knowledgeable 
claim is introduced 
along with its 
significance, and is 
distinguished from 
alternative claims 
(the opposite). 
Organization is 
logical and flows 
among claims, 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1a – 
Introduce precise, 
knowledgeable 
claim(s), establish 
the significance of 
the claim(s), 
distinguish the 
claim(s) from 
alternate or 
opposing claims, 
and create an 
organization that 
logically sequences 
claim(s), 
counterclaims, 
reasons, and 
evidence 

Body Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Claims are 
minimally 
developed, there 
may or may not 
be counterclaims; 
evidence is weak 
and barely 
supports claims 
and 
counterclaims. 

Claims are 
somewhat 
developed along 
side weak 
counterclaims. 
Evidence is 
somewhat 
relevant and 
somewhat 
supports claims 
and 
counterclaims. 

Claims are 
mostly developed 
along side 
counterclaims. 
Evidence is 
mostly relevant 
and mostly 
supports claims 
and 
counterclaims. 

Claims are 
thoroughly and 
fairly developed 
along side 
counterclaims. 
Relevant evidence 
supports such 
claims and 
counterclaims by 
pointing out 
strengths and 
limitations. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1b – 
Develop claim(s) 
and counterclaims 
fairly and 
thoroughly, 
supplying the most 
relevant evidence 
for each while 
pointing out the 
strengths and 
limitations of both 
in a manner that 
anticipates the 
audience’s 
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knowledge level, 
concerns, values, 
and possible 
biases. 

Diction (word 
choice) 

Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Weak words, 
phrases, and 
clauses, including 
varied syntax and 
transitions hinder 
linking sentences 
and paragraphs 
and thus not 
creating cohesion 
and clarity among 
all combinations 
of claims, 
reasons, 
evidence, and 
counterclaims. 

Some of the 
words, phrases, 
and clauses, 
including varied 
syntax and 
transitions 
logically link 
sentences and 
paragraphs 
creating cohesion 
and clarity 
among all 
combinations of 
claims, reasons, 
evidence, and 
counterclaims. 

Most of the 
words, phrases, 
and clauses, 
including varied 
syntax and 
transitions 
logically link 
sentences and 
paragraphs 
creating cohesion 
and clarity 
among all 
combinations of 
claims, reasons, 
evidence, and 
counterclaims. 

Words, phrases, 
and clauses, 
including varied 
syntax and 
transitions 
logically link 
sentences and 
paragraphs creating 
cohesion and 
clarity among all 
combinations of 
claims, reasons, 
evidence, and 
counterclaims. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1c – 
Use words, 
phrases, and 
clauses as well as 
varied syntax to 
link the major 
sections of the text, 
create cohesion, 
and clarify the 
relationships 
between claim(s) 
and reasons, 
between reasons 
and evidence, and 
between claim(s) 
and counterclaims. 

Style Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

The style and 
objective tone are 
weak. Grammar 
is most incorrect. 
Extremely 
difficult to read. 

The style is 
somewhat formal 
and objective in 
tone. Grammar is 
somewhat 
correct. Difficult 
to make sense of 
text. 

The style is 
mostly formal 
and the tone is 
mostly objective. 
Most of the 
grammar and 
style is correct. 

The style is formal 
and the tone is 
objective. No 
contracted words. 
All grammar is 
adhered to by 
giving caution to 
subject-verb 
agreements, 
prepositional 
endings, varied 
sentence and 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1d – 
Establish and 
maintain a formal 
style and objective 
tone while 
attending to the 
norms and 
conventions of the 
discipline in which 
they are writing. 
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paragraph 
beginnings 

Conclusion Little to no 
evidence 
demonstrates 
the criteria 

Minimal evidence 
demonstrates the 
criteria 

Some of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall essay in 
terms of 
implications 
and/or the 
significance of 
the topic; a 
strange universal 
comment is made 
at the end. 

Most of the 
conclusion is in 
line with the 
overall essay in 
terms of 
articulating the 
implications 
and/or the 
significance of 
the topic; a 
decent universal 
comment is made 
at the end. 

The conclusion 
provides a 
summative stance 
to the overall essay 
by articulating the 
implications and/or 
the significance of 
the topic; a logical 
universal comment 
is made at the end. 

CCSS.ELA-
L.W.11-12.1e – 
Provide a 
concluding 
statement or 
section that 
follows from and 
supports the 
argument 
presented. 

 
 
 
Total - ___________/55 
 
Additional Notes (optional): 
 
 
 
 
Grading Scale 
A 50-55 
B 44-49 
C 39-43  
D 33-38 
F 32 - below 
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